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Vigilantes-Will
They Ride

P. O. BOX I V
Again?

EDITOR'S NOTE—At various times in the history
of America, citizens who felt the processes of law inadequ-
ate to suppress crime have formed "vigilante committees."
There have been warnings that this may happen again in
this decade. Indeed, there are some such groups already.

By BERNARD GAVZER
AP Newifeatures Writer

The clock alternately showed the time and temperature
as it turned slowly on its standard above the small-

town bank entrance. "12 noon." "64." Precisely at 12:05,
as instructed, two young men appeared for a secret
rendezvous. As a countersign, one young man pulled a
calling card from the breast-pocket of his Army-style
combat jacket.

The card said: "Legion of Jus-
tice."

This is an underground, para-
military right-wing organization
which claims to have already
taken vigilante type action and
promises to take more. Kooks?
Maybe. But nonetheless. . .

A warning that some Ameri-
cans might seek to take the law
into their own hands came Oct.
16 from Atty. Gen. John Mitchell
during a news conference in In-
dianapolis. Commenting about
terrorist bomb attacks — such
as those claimed by Weath-
ermen and other self-proclaimed
revolutionaries — Mitchell said
if the attacks continued "citi-
zens outside of government
might feel they would have to
resort to vigilante tactics. . ."

The Legion of Justice is but
one of the self-constituted, pri-
vate citizen bands which emerge
and disappear and re-emerge in
times that bewilder, torment or
frustrate Americans. Each has
as its central rationale the con-
viction that the lawful con-
stituted authority — be it the
federal government or the local
municipal council — somehow
cannot cope with problems of
public safety, racial discord,
crime, drugs, protest and dis-
sent. Some, as is the case with
the Legion of Justice, operate
underground. Some, as was the
case with the now disbanded
white hats of southern Illinois,
operate openly as formally orga-
nized groups.

They have a common ances-
tor: the Vigilance Committee. It
was formed in San Francisco in
1851, at a time when adventur-
ers, desperadoes, cheats, oppor-
tunists, flesh peddlers, gam-
blers and killers—drawn magic-
ally and magnetically by the
gold rush — terrified and threat-
ened the future of a sound com-
munity.

Any desperado then brought to
court could arrange a packed
jury or pay off a venal judge. In
r e a c t i o n , some 200 citizens
formed the Vigilance Com-
mittee. Though it was without

any legal status, it conducted
"trials" and in one month exe-
cuted four men by hanging.

The Ku Klux Klan and similar
bands followed in the aftermath
of the Civil War and America
witnessed decades of lynchings
and beatings of Negroes, all the-
oretically committed in the
name of law and order or decen-
cy. In the 20th Century, orga-
nized crime in a large sense be-
came a government to itself,
choosing to settle problems by
gun and garrot.

Today, this possibility of pri-
vate citizens'— presumably law-
abiding — sitting in judgment
and fixing punishment is by no
means remote.

Two young members of the
Legion of Justice said that as-
sassination of "traitors" is a
prime goal of the group. One
said he was a former member of
the Minutemen, a right-wing
paramilitary group that has
more or less fallen apart since
the imprisonment of its princi-
pal founder.

The word "vigilante" has been
used with increasing frequency
in Cairo, 111., where black and
white citizens are deadlocked in
confrontation that has produced
gunplay and arson. The United
Front, a black group, charges
that blacks are continually the
prey of vigilantes. The whites
countercharge that black terror-
ists start fires and have fired
point blank at the police station.
The White Hats, an armed citi-
zens crime prevention group,
had been deputized, but the
state of Illinois declared the
group illegal.

In Detroit, "Breakthrough" —
which amounts to no more than
a dozen persons — regularly de-
rides peace demonstrations and
protest groups. Its ostensible
leader, Donald Lobsinger, de-
scribed as a devout Roman
Catholic, recently was fined $225
for disrupting a service in a sub-
urban Roman Catholic church
because it followed the new, lib-
eralized Mass.

In New York the Jewish De-

Atty. Gen. John Mitchell (above), commenting on
terrorist bomb attacks, said that "citizens outside of
government might feel they would have to resort to
vigilante tactics . . ." The Legion of Justice, an under-
ground right wing group, claims it already has taken
such action. The Legion of Justice calling card (top of
page) is accurate except for the address which was
obscured. (AP Photos)

fense League presumes to act
for those Jews who feel threat-
ened or who are attacked. When
militant blacks in New York an-
nounced a plan to visit a syna-
gogue to demand reparations —
as they had at some churches —
the JDL lined up and prevented
such a visit.

Sometimes the police cooper-
ate with such groups when they
seek to operate openly and un-
der police rules. Night patrols of
this nature have operated on
and off, in black as well as white
neighborhoods, in many cities.

But an organization such as
the Legion of Justice gets no
such official or legally recog-
nized nod. It represents a highly
organized and presumably high-
ly disciplined "vigilante" band.

One young man, "Don," said
he had received 23 weeks of mil-
itary intelligence training at
Fort Holabird, Md., and now can
"make a bomb, bug a room,
crack a safe."

"Set the record straight about

vigilantes being ready to take
action against left-wing terror-
is t s , ' ' said another, named
"John." "Atty. Gen. Mitchell
was behind the times when he
said that this might happen.
We've been ready for five
years."

"His statement hasn't been a
signal to us that it would be safe
to attack the Communists and
the revolutionaries," said John.
We already have taken action
against the left."

One such event, said Don, was
"the visit to the SDS headquar-
ters in Chicago, where we liber-
ated a notebook, made copies of
it and then put it back. The note-
book which was mainly a very
interesting address book, was in
the handwriting of "Kathy Wil-
kerson."

Miss Wilkerson is listed as a
fugitive by the FBI. She was last
seen March 6, fleeing from a
Greenwich Village brownstone
house demolished by an ex-
plosion.- Authorities later said it

was a bomb factory for the
Weathermen, a revolutionary
group which split off from the
SDS. Three persons inside the
house were killed.

The two young men made
these major points about the Le-
gion of Justice:

— There are perhaps 200
members, nationally. "We in-
tend to keep it small for security
purposes and for effectiveness.
That's all you really need in a
highly-trained guerrilla band,"
said Don.

— The members are formed
into small units called networks.
Each network has from eight to
15 members.

— There are networks in Il-
linois, Missouri, Wisconsin, In-
diana and Michigan. Members
in other areas, such as Califor-
nia and Colorado, are essentially
"from the remnants of the un-
derground Minutemen."

— Each network has an arms
cache providing at least one M16
automatic rifle; 60mm mortars;
mace and other chemicals; gre-
nades; dynamite and other ex-
plosives; hand weapons of all
sorts. "We have machine guns,
too," said John.

— There are two wings. The
main one is strictly military in
nature. The other is the politi-
c a 1-propaganda wing, which
checks out new members, con-
cerns itself with security, in-
telligence and so on.

— Field exercises are con-
ducted regularly. "We use live
ammunition," said Don, "be-
cause that's what will be used
against us. The last field ex-
ercise we had was in the Chi-
cago region on Oct. 18."

At present, Legion activity is
limited to field maneuvers, gath-
ering of information, securing
weapons and harassment.

Sometimes there is a direct
action such as the June 27 "vis-
it" to the Socialist Workers Par-
ty election campaign headquar-
ters in Chicago. The SWP
c l a i m e d the office suffered
$2,000 damage and that files and
equipment were stolen.

The Legion's Don and John
said material was "liberated."

This was the same word used
to describe the removal of the
so-called Kathy Wilkerson note-
book from SDS headquarters in
Chicago.

Vigilantes?
"No," said John. "That goes

for the amateurs. We're trained
and we're professional."
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